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Abstract

A swine influenza outbreak occurred in the closed psychiatry ward of our hospital in August
2009. The patients had difficulty in expressing subjective symptoms correctly and had characteris-
tics like low hygiene management ability, so a larger expansion of the infection was feared. After 4
hours of initial procedures in diagnosing, treating and prevention, the first infected patient was
identified and the numbers of infected patients were doubling. Therefore, prophylactic medication
against influenza was administered to all patients and staff, with procedures in accordance with the
increasing numbers of infected patients. As a result, 11 of the 41 patients were infected, but no staff’
were infected, so department isolation was ceased after 2 weeks. The general procedures including
continuous actions, education of patients and staff, and administration of medication are important.

Key words : swine influenza,outbreak,zoning,closed psychiatry ward, prophylactic medication



